
 

Press release 17.06.2019  
Assessments for the last week of 1-0 Trial 
(Week 18)  

 

 

 

 This is the last press release with assessments of the 1-O trial sessions at the Supreme 

Court. 

 International Trial Watch would like to thank the citizens for the support received and the 

platform would also like to express its gratitude to all international observers and 

professors from Spanish universities who attended court sessions and made contributions 

to trial observation and drafting of reports. 

 This is to announce that on July 9 we shall be submitting the preliminary report containing 

a first global assessment of the observation work carried out and we shall likewise inform 

about international actions intended in the coming weeks. 

 We would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that for eighteen weeks of trial, 

the platform has provided attendance of forty international observers coming from four 

continents (Europe, America, Asia and Africa), ten professors coming from a number of 

different Spanish Universities, as well as nine members of organisations involved with the 

defence of rights and freedoms in Madrid, Basque Country, Andalucia, Valencia, Balearic 

Islands and Catalonia. 

 We also take this opportunity to remind the citizens that contributions will be most 

welcome to allow us to continue carrying out the task of drafting the above mentioned 

reports. Please do so at https://internationaltrialwatch.org 

 

International Trial Watch attended the trial sessions during week number eighteen and the 

following platform spokepersons and observers attended:  

                                                                                        

                                                              (International Society for 

Social Defence) Italy.  

 Fabio Marcelli, member of European Lawyers for Democracy and Human Rights (ELDH). 

Italy. 

 Marco Aparicio, Chair person of Observatory DESC and Professor of Constitutional Law at 

https://internationaltrialwatch.org/


the University of Girona, Spain.  

                                 , a professor in Criminal Law at the University of 

Barcelona, Spain.  

 Guillermo Portilla, Professor of Criminal Law at the University of Jaen, Spain. 

 

 

FOCAL POINTS  

On June 4 2019, Chief Justice explained time allocation to prosecution and defence counsels to 

submit their final allegations and each defence counsel was allocated one hour per defendant. This 

week this timing has proven to be insufficient, bearing in mind the magnitude of the trial which 

has lasted for four months and where the prosecution is asking for up to 74 years imprisonment. 

Being entitled to so little time to prepare and submit their reports has meant great pressure on 

defence counsels who had to ensure protection of the right to defence with their work in a case 

containing so much evidence. 

The need to act quickly in a trial with nine defendants presently in pre-trial detention should not 

be in detriment to the right to defence. It should be possible to respond to prosecution charges 

accordingly, through a proper assessment of evidence submitted, consisting of 422 witness 

depositions and sixteen experts, in addition to wide and extended documentary evidence in the 

proceedings. Coupled with this fact, there has been a total lack of proportion between the seven 

hours granted in total to the three prosecution parties and the twelve hours allocated to the 

defence of twelve individual defendants. It was perfectible feasible to organize for one more day of 

court sessions, thus allowing for three days in total for final allegations and defendants' final pleas. 

In addition, it should not be ignored the fact that this was a case heard before the Supreme Court, 

thus with no possibility to appeal before another legal instance. 

 

Contact people: 

                         - Spokesperson in Barcelona 

                         – Spokesperson in Barcelona 

           Alba Ortega – head of communications in Barcelona - 634186509 

 


